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MEETING OF THE SRPC EDD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Friday, July 17, 2026 9:00 – 10:30 AM 

Hybrid Meeting (Conference Rm 1A, SRPC Office & via Zoom)  

 

1. Introductions 

At 9:00 AM, Chair Paul Rasmussen called the meeting to order and asked for 

introductions. 

Commissioners present: Paul Rasmussen, Durham; Michael Lehrman, Durham; Mark 

Richardson, Somersworth; Matt Towne, Barrington; Joe Boudreau, Rochester; Kate 

Buzard, Middleton; Mike Bobinsky, Somersworth; Rick Healy, Rochester; Steve Brown, 

Dover; Lindsey Williams, Dover; Katrin Kasper, Lee; Steve Stancel, Wakefield; John Nute, 

Milton; Curtis Register, Durham; Don Manter, Northwood; Sarah Wrightsman, 

Newmarket; John Mullen, Middleton; Tom Falk, Madbury 

Guests present: Stephen Roy, NHDES 

Staff: Colin Lentz, Mark Davie, Jen Czysz 

Commissioners attending on Teams: Kean McDermott, Dover; John Roth, Brookfield; 

Katherine Clarcq, SEDC  

Guests attending on Teams: Eric Johnson, ISO-NE; Rubin Flores Marzan, ISO-NE; 

Brendan Flaherty, ISO-NE; Matt Monahan, CNHRPC; Johnna McKenna, NHDES; Mike 

Miller; Phil Auger, Strafford Planning Board 

Staff attending remotely: Lisa Murphy, Lisa Wise, Megan Taylor-Fetter 

2. Commissioner Roundtable 

Chair P. Rasmussen asked that the commissioner roundtable be tabled to the end of the 

meeting if time permits.  

3. Approval of Minutes of June 19, 2026 

John Nute motioned to approve the minutes of June 19, 2026. Steve Stancel seconded the 

motion. The motion passed with all votes in favor. D. Manter, R. Healy, C. Register 

abstained.  

4. Data Centers Presentation and Discussion  

Guest presenters from NH DES and ISO New England (ISO-NE) discussed current policies, 

regulations, and water and energy considerations, followed by a question-and-answer 

session. Eric Johnson, Executive Director of External Affairs at ISO-NE, presented on 
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“Planning for Large Loads in New England.” He explained that ISO-NE's role is to operate 

the power grid, manage wholesale electricity markets, and plan for future electricity 

needs. ISO-NE does not provide retail electricity service, own transmission infrastructure, 

make siting decisions, or determine the types of energy resources developed in the 

region. 

Johnson noted that ISO-NE is closely watching the potential growth of large electricity 

users, known as "step loads," such as data centers. Although these large loads are not 

currently a major driver of electricity demand in New England, ISO-NE is preparing for 

possible future growth by working with transmission owners, engaging with state 

policymakers and regulators, and researching ways to better understand the size, timing, 

and potential impacts of these developments. He also noted that factors such as policy 

decisions, infrastructure availability, and permitting processes will play an important role 

in determining how and where large-load projects are developed. 

Discussion focused on New England's electricity supply and future demand growth. ISO 

New England noted that the region imports about 5% to 10% of its electricity from 

Quebec, and a new transmission line has increased import capacity. However, most new 

generation added in recent decades has been natural gas-fired. 

In response to questions about future demand, E. Johnson said that electrification, 

particularly the growth of electric vehicles and heat pumps, is expected to be the largest 

driver of electricity demand, with demand projected to increase about 10% over the next 

decade and potentially double by 2050. While EV adoption has been slower than initially 

projected, significant long-term growth is still expected. 

When asked whether data centers could increase water consumption and affect regional 

power needs, ISO-NE explained that it evaluates the electricity demand and grid impacts 

of large loads but does not assess water use or cooling requirements. Those issues are 

addressed through state permitting and regulatory agencies, including NHDES, the New 

Hampshire Department of Energy, and the Public Utilities Commission. 

Stephen Roy of the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) 

described the permitting and environmental review processes that would apply to 
proposed data centers. He explained that large developments must comply with alteration 

of terrain permits, which require stormwater management and groundwater infiltration 
measures to offset impacts from impervious surfaces. Projects may also be subject to 
wetlands and shoreland protection requirements, which aim to minimize impacts on 

wetlands, water bodies, habitat, and water quality. In some cases, developers can provide 
compensatory mitigation through state programs. Roy noted that environmental 

permitting for data centers is highly site-specific, with groundwater, wetlands, 
stormwater, and shoreline impacts all key considerations during project review. 
 

The discussion focused on groundwater management, data center impacts, and potential 
policy responses. It was noted that while groundwater resources are mapped statewide, 
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water availability is highly site-specific, requiring large water users to conduct 
hydrogeologic studies and testing as part of the permitting process. Permits include 

protections such as drought-related withdrawal limits. 
 

5. Citizens Forum  

There were no citizens comments. 

6. Other Business 

There was no other business. 

7. Adjournment 

Following a motion and a second to adjourn, all members voted in favor, the motion 

passed. The meeting adjourned at 10:30am. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Megan Taylor-Fetter 


